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started, my first care was to find him a place in the country.
Thanks to the good offices of Anthony Rothschild we were
able to obtain a charming manor house at Aston Abbots. A
few days after the move the Putney villa was bombed.

One of the previous owners of Aston Abbots was Sir John
Ross, the Polar explorer, who discovered that the Eskimos had
no word for war in their vocabulary and that it was impossible
to explain to them what war is. For all its peaceful surround-
ings Aston Abbots knows what war is to-day, and here the
President does most of his work, receives his ministers and
generals, writes his books, prepares his speeches and broad-
casts, inspects reports and gives guidance to the underground
movement in Czechoslovakia. He is still a mine of informa-
tion, although the task of gathering it is much more difficult
than in the last war when in all the Austro-Hungarian
Chanceries Czech clerks were employed and did much of the
work.

Recognition of his Government, however, by the Allied
nations has been the President's main occupation, and in spite
of formidable difficulties the task has now been successfully
concluded. As far as this country is concerned, the British
Government was the first to come to the aid of the Czecho-
slovak exiles, to give them a home and to arrange their finances
abroad. Although necessarily slow, the pioneer work done by
our Foreign Office paved the way for recognition by other
countries, and there are few Czechoslovaks to-day who do not
recognize with gratitude that the foundations of their future
existence were well and truly laid with British help during the
difficult years of exile. No greater mistake could be made than
to imagine that because the President has signed a treaty with
Russia he has become a Pan-Slavist He may modify his
tactics, but he never changes his principles, and to-day as in
1918 he looks to Western Europe and further West across the
Atlantic to find a proper balance for the security and inde-
pendence of his country.